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 CHIMNEY CORNER S CAMP IMPROVEMENTS  

 
 

 Creating a Rustic, Walking Camp  

  

 

 

 

  

 

                                 New, Single Entrance 

 

 

 

 New Cabin Units 

 

 

 

 New Camper Cabins 

 

 

 Creating a Camp ñCommonò 

 

 

 

 

 New Maintenance Area 

 

 

 

 Public Water Supply 

 

  

In the future, roads for trucks and ambulances will only extend to the Dining Hall, the 

waterfront and the Infirmary.  All other roads will be used primarily by pedestrians; 

the vegetation will be allowed to grow back, creating an 8' to 10' pathway.  A limited 

number of roads will be plowed.  If permitted by the Town, Hamilton Road will be 

relocated to the east of the paddocks, stable and Administration Center, eliminating 

public through traffic from the Chimney Corners campus.   

 

The public will enter Chimney Corners Camp at the driveway just south of the Ina 

Gibson Lodge.  Only exiting passenger vehicles and service vehicles will use the 

driveway off Hamilton Road near the Dining Hall. 

 

Over the next 20 years, Junior Unit and then Intermediate Unit will be rebuilt with 

new cabins.  The cohesiveness and distinctiveness of the units will be strengthened by 

careful cabin siting, in sympathy with the vegetation, slopes and views.  

 

A new camper cabin design will be employed that is un-winterized and more rustic in 

appearance than those built in Senior Unit.  

 

The open space between the Arts Center, Wellspring and the Dining Hall will be 

given more definition with the addition of a row of trees shielding the parking area.  

The Arts Center will be made accessible and renovated to look more like the Dining 

Hall. 

 

A new road across Hamilton Road from the Dining Hall driveway will lead to a new 

maintenance area, segregating maintenance from all BCCYMCA camper areas.   

 

The existing wells have a direct impact on where construction can take place; the red 

circles on the plan on the opposite page indicate the areas within which new 

construction is prohibited and renovations or additions difficult.  Drilling new wells 

and abandoning existing wells will allow for more flexibility when siting or 

renovating structures throughout the Camp, particularly along Hamilton Road.   

 

 



 
   



  CHIMNEY CORNERS CAMP ENTRANCE  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Chimney Corners Camp lacks a clear point of arrival, signaling that one is about to 

enter a special place.  Currently the camp straddles Hamilton Road and there are at 

least four separate entry points.  The camp sign on Hamilton Road (photo middle, left) 

is actually across from the Becket - Chimney Corners YMCA Administration Center, 

further confusing where the camp realm begins. 

 

The Master Plan designates that the single entrance to the Camp will be at the IGL 

and across from the stable.  Both of these buildings have high image quality and 

historical and/or programmatic significance and therefore both can function as 

effective visual signposts (photos top and bottom left).  To further communicate that 

this is the entry point, a large sign similar to the one at the Camp Becket entrance or a 

rustic gate will be erected over the entrance to the driveway. 

 

This solution is far from perfect as Hamilton Road is a public road.  Cars often speed 

by as they use it as a shortcut from Route 20 to Route 8, creating safety concerns for 

campers and staff crossing to the tennis courts and the stable.  The optimum solution 

would be for the Town to abandon Hamilton Road or for the Town and BCCYMCA 

to jointly build a road that runs from YMCA Road, behind the Administration 

Building, stables and new maintenance area, and connects back up to Hamilton Road 

south of the guest housing.  Hamilton Road abutting the camp would then be closed to 

public traffic.   

 

 



 


